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IN MEMORIAM 
RAYMOND MILLARD CABLE 
1909-1995 
Raymond M. Cable died 26 February 1995. He spent nearly 
half of his 85 plus years employed in the Department of Bio- 
logical Sciences at Purdue University in Lafayette, Indiana, fol- 
lowed by his continuation there as Emeritus Professor of Par- 
asitology after 1975. 
In line with being a scholar and a gentleman, Ray was an 
all-around invertebrate zoologist. But he was a special parasi- 
tologist. In fact, he was THE authority on cercariae. Even 
though chronologically he cannot be considered the "American 
father of cercarial biology," he most certainly could be consid- 
ered a forceful international inspiration for contemporary cer- 
carial studies. I consider it most unfortunate that he never put 
down in book-form a review of known cercariae (or cercarial 
groups), including all his valuable unpublished information, 
Note: Photograph shows Raymond Cable (left) collecting snail hosts 
with then-graduate student George Cain during the autumn of 1962. 
ideas, and perceptions on cercariae, their development, and their 
evolution. Apparently, once Ray's eyes began to fail him, he 
considered such an endeavor no longer feasible. 
Throughout his tenure at Purdue, the enthusiastic Ray gladly 
directed many of his students along the path of taxonomy and 
digenean life cycles. However, when other students got excited 
about a path that Ray did not understand, he still encouraged 
them to follow it. Perhaps in some cases, he may have helped 
students too much with their research. In most cases, however, 
he was not especially rigid, except in writing. As an author, 
research director, and editor, he agonized for perfection in the 
written presentation. 
He allowed his students to receive as much credit as possible 
from their activities. When compiling the attached list of Ray's 
publications, I asked Lin Reynolds in the Department of Bio- 
logical Sciences at Purdue if there was a file on Ray that in- 
cluded his publications and such. She provided an incomplete 
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publication list, which, interestingly enough, contained 35 ci- 
tations listing Cable's authorship jointly with his students that, 
in fact, did not include his name in the actual published articles. 
Someone recognized his input into those studies! 
Whereas many members of the Society and readers of the 
Journal remember Ray only for his research results (see pub- 
lication list below), many others were fortunate enough to know 
him for his other traits. Ray was a carpenter and woodworker; 
he made the gavel for the Annual Midwestern Conference of 
Parasitologists. He was a compulsive story-teller, his life being 
a continuum of stories. He relished in talking about his child- 
hood in eastern Kentucky, his undergraduate days at Berea Col- 
lege, life in the Caribbean, and cercariae. In fact, sometimes he 
retold some stories so many times that listeners assigned num- 
bers to specific tales! Parasitology crept into Ray's penchant for 
creating limericks and doggerel. He honored his major profes- 
sor, Horace W. Stunkard, with the following: 
Oh Mama-Papa 
"Oh Mama-Papa (Isn't it right 
To thus address an hermaphrodite?), 
We soon shall leave you all alone 
To find a sheep to be our own." 
Thus cried the little onchospheres. 
Moniezia said, "Be careful, dears. 
Remember, you a secret hold 
Which many a man, both young and old 
Has tried to learn, but all for naught. 
An anoplocephalid has never been caught. 
An anoplocephalid must never be caught!" 
"Your family's rep depends on you. 
Remember the route that's tried and true. 
Remember the fate of the great taenioids, 
Dipylidids, their poor little cysticercoids! 
Nay, nay, my children, it never will do; 
Fleas, lice and such big things will not see you through. 
Shun ev'ry one of them that you may meet; 
Stay out of their way when they want to eat! 
You'd be quite digested, and it would pain 
Me to know you would never be heard from again. 
Moniezias have always been heard from again!" 
There are those who would give their right arm to find out 
Our great family secret and put us to rout. 
Not one of them yet has come close to the answer. 
Said Smith, 'You can tell it's no cinch at a glance, Sir!' 
Skrjabin and St. Consuloff claim to have found 
You would never be guilty of reaching the ground, 
But pass through the gut-wall, blood stream, and udders 
To plague little lambs when they suckle their mudders. 
Said Sinitsin and Monnig, "It's practically certain 
A direct infection," and rang down the curtain. 
Yes, sooner or later, they all get the curtain!" 
"But still there are others both foolish and rash 
Who putter and fume over proglottid hash. 
I hear that Chandler and Stunkard and Stoll 
Are looking for you. It's simply too droll 
The way they think they have nothing neglected; 
And how they've collected and fed and dissected 
Beetles and grasshoppers, lice, ticks and ants. 
They should know by this time that there isn't a chance, 
Not one in a million, and end by confessing 
They're licked! We Moniezias have got them all guessing. 
We Moniezias shall certainly keep them all guessing!" 
Moniezia contracted and whispered quite low, 
"I must tell you the secret before you can go. 
As soon as you find yourselves out in the light, 
Just trust in your instincts and wait for a mite. 
It's a tiny arachnid that's often ignored, 
And to look at it closely most men would be bored. 
But that's just it! Yes, let the mite eat you 
And sooner or later a nice lamb will greet you. 
You may have to wait for the mite quite a spell 
But don't get o'er anxious and all will go well. 
The anoplocephalids have always done well!" 
Soon you will be safely out on the grass. 
Just wait for the first Galumna to pass. 
Another beetle-mite also may do; 
If you are too choosey, you may not get through. 
Now fare-thee-well," Moniezia said, 
Undulating from tail to head. 
It was her "good-bye" wave, you see. 
The onchospheres wriggled their hooks with glee 
As 'round inside their shells they whirled 
And sped away to see the world, 
To continue to fool the whole, wide world. 
"Ach, was ist los?" the youngsters cried 
As soon as they found themselves outside. 
"That grass is green, we had no doubt, 
Except in times of serious drought, 
And then 'tis brown but this is white* 
And not a single blade's in sight!" 
But soon they were quite reassured 
When they a flock of mites had lured 
In their direction. "All is well," 
They said. "In fact, it's absolutely swell; 
White grass and all can go to Hell!" 
The mites were happy; so were they, 
With far more reason, one should say. 
As down they rushed past pedipalps, 
They cried, "We're in to get your scalps! 
You think we're food and treat us so. 
Into your stomachs we shall go, 
But from there to your hemocoel, 
And then, how do you think you'll feel 
While we as cysticercoids grow? 
You may suspect but never know. 
Our secret none shall ever know!" 
Hours, days and weeks went swiftly past. 
They knew that this could never last; 
At any time, a lamb could pass 
And eat the mites plus them with grass. 
Their embryonic hooks were shed; 
Four suckers grew within the head 
(Or is it tail? I wish I knew; 
I'll leave that question up to you.). 
Tremendous changes had occurred 
Since first their little hooklets stirred, 
Since first six tiny hooks had stirred. 
And now full grown, their days were spent 
In idleness and great content. 
Said one, "I think I'm quite mature 
Another chided, "You're too sure. 
When you have more concretions, see, 
You'll be almost as nice as me." 
"Oh yeah?" the first one sneered malignly. 
The other bid a spade benignly. 
Their quarrels would no further go. 
They were Moniezias and must show 
They had a secret none should know! 
* Referring to plaster of Paris moist chamber used in rearing mites. 
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Pride goes before a fall, they say. 
For them it was a fateful day. 
A thund'rous noise! A blinding light! 
The poor things almost died of fright! 
And then they knew the game was up. 
A tear dropped from each sucker cup. 
"Ah, you beauties! Stunkard cried; 
As one, the cysticercoids, sighed, 
"Alas! 'Tis Stunkard; he's no sap. 
Unhappy day! Oh sad mishap! 
That white grass was a sucker trap!!" 
At a table during the August 1988 ASP reception and bar- 
beque at Stroh's Brewery in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
Ray recited another poem that he earlier composed. Mary Lou 
Pritchard jotted it down on a paper place mat, and Ray later 
edited it. He had also used it during his examinations to relieve 
student tension. However, on one occasion the story goes, a 
student was so keyed up that she became hysterical and had to 
be taken to Purdue's student health service. 
Blessings on thee, little man 
"Blessings on thee, little man, 
Barefoot boy with cheeks of tan" 
But more than blessings you will need 
When you have divvied up your feed 
And one by one each little worm is 
Safely through your epidermis. 
Sing a song of red pointst 
Ice box full of meat 
Not just ripe and pigs feet 
And yet if fish must be my dish 
(I've et so much I hate 'em) 
The fear remains I'll entertain 
Diphyllobothrium latum. 
Bring on the pork chops, spare ribs, ham, 
Or even a piece of linoleum 
Taenia solium. 
With suckers and rostellar hooks 
It explores our intestinal nooks 
On eating pork measly, 
With gusto or queasily, 
We find it's just like in the books. 
To some I've a soulful stare 
It's my nuclei really, that glare. 
I've eight long flagella, 
Quite enough for one fella, 
And a Hitler moustache that's not hair. 
They met on a path by a river 
Not of water, but bile in the liver. 
Though Aphrodite and Hermes t 
Were conjoined in these vermes, 
Cupid still had some darts in his quiver! 
It's a tiny nematode worm 
That's not very large, I affirm. 
But my, how it itches, 
Be it hot pants or britches, 
When the gravid females squirm and squirm! 
When your sheets show small spots of red 
Have a look at the parts of your bed. 
There, concealed in the mattress, 
You may find a fortress 
Manned by a small army you've fed! 
t A term for rationed meats during World War II. 
t In Greek mythology, Hermes and Aphrodite were so deeply in love 
that the gods unified their bodies into one, a hermaphrodite. 
When night falls this young lady sings. 
Her voice is the hum of her wings 
One awakes with much slapping 
When she catches him napping 
And is apt to say all sorts of things. 
It's body's compressed from the sides 
For getting through hair stuck in hides. 
It's prickly all over, 
Gives bad dreams to Rover, 
And jumps like the devil besides. 
Arma virumque cano. 
Into your stomach I go 
Then passing intestinally 
I live there clandestinely 
With others who've wild oats to sow. 
(Fill in blanks with names of genera and species) 
Sing a song of red points, ice box full of meat. 
Not just ripe and soup bones, ox tails and pig's feet, 
But sirloins and t-bones, Swiss steak and hamburger, 
Bathed in the breeze of Roquefort cheese, Camembert and Limburger. 
That not the case, I can erase in view of present data, 
The fears I've entertained for years of - -. 
And yet if fish must be my dish (I've et so much I hate 'em), 
There is a threat that I may get - -. 
So, bring on the pork chops, spare ribs, ham, yea, pieces of linoleum, 
Cooked (underscored) or I'll be board and room for - 
Ray Cable experienced his undergraduate education in zo- 
ology at Berea College in Berea, Kentucky, where he graduated 
in 1929 and later received an honorary Doctor of Science in 
1955. A nonscientific classmate acquaintance, Frank Dix of 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi, remembers Ray as a member of the 
intellectual student community who worked hard in a bakery 
to earn money in this period of the Great Depression. All stu- 
dents worked at that college. After leaving Berea, Ray was a 
Fellow at New York University, where he earned his M.S. and 
Ph.D. degrees under Horace Stunkard in 1930 and 1933, re- 
spectively. He then returned to Berea as Associate Professor of 
Biology until 1935 when he restarted his academic track at 
Purdue as Assistant Professor until 1939, Associate Professor 
until 1947, and Professor until he retired in 1975. During his 
professional career, he visited several marine habitats to study 
marine digeneans in addition to the freshwater ones in the Mid- 
west. These excursions included the Marine Biological Labo- 
ratory, Woods Hole, during the summers of 1931-1933 and 
1935-1941; Puerto Rico as a Guggenheim Fellow from 1951 
to 1952; and the Caribbean Sea in 1961 at both the Caraibisch 
Marien-Biologisch Instituut in Curacao, Netherlands Antilles, 
and the Marine Biological Laboratory of the University of the 
West Indies in Jamaica. 
In the American Society of Parasitologists, which he joined 
in 1933, he was elected Distinguished Member Emeritus in 
1977 and served in several positions: Council Member at Large 
from 1942 to 1945 and 1954 to 1957, on the Editorial Board 
from 1946 to 1960, as Assistant Editor from 1959 to 1964, as 
Vice President in 1958, and as President in 1964. Ray partici- 
pated in several other societies, including the Indiana Academy 
of Sciences, the Helminthological Society of Washington in 
which he became a Life Member in 1986 and was on the edi- 
torial board from 1980 to 1994, Annual Midwestern Conference 
of Parasitologists, American Microscopical Society, American 
Society of Naturalists, American Society of Zoologists, Sigma 
Xi, New York Academy of Science, and American Association 
for the Advancement of Science. 
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As previously implied, his most important contribution was 
his help, guidance, and encouragement to students. The follow- 
ing alphabetical list of those former students at Purdue com- 
piled by Paul Nollen, George Cain, and me consists of Moham- 
med Abbas, Dorcas J. Anderson, Jan Balling, Lois Berger, Janet 
Linderoth Bohren, George Cain, William Coil, Robert S. Con- 
nor, Richard Crandall, David Danley, William T Dill, Tommy 
Dunagan, Frank M. Fisher, Jr., John E. Hall, C. B. Hamann, 
William H. Headlee, K. Michael Hibbard, William B. Hopp, 
Hadar Isseroff, Galila Mostafa Khalil, K. E. Kintner, Merle 
Kuns, Lloyd LeZotte, Boaz A. Mafarachesi, Henry Malecki, 
Walter E. Martin, Thomas Meade, Rose M. Myers, Mary Mi- 
chaelis Ackerknecht, Fuad Nahhas, Paul Nollen, Kenneth Per- 
kins, Lewis E. Peters, Glenn G. Pond, Enos G. Pray, L. A. 
Quick, Susan Rowley, Carolyn R. Sanborn, Clyde M. Senger, 
Mary M. Schutte, Philip Sitner, Ather Siddiqi, JoAnn Culler 
Stang, E. B. Steen, Paul Strong, Stephen Vee, Winona B. Vemn- 
berg, Helen L. Ward, A. Fred West, Norman C. Wheeler, Frank 
M. White, and Helen R. Zimmerman. There were many other 
students not at Purdue that he aided, including me. He reviewed 
my dissertation. 
Everyone that met Ray has one or more favorite remem- 
brances about him. Tom Meade recalled a day spent driving 
across Indiana to its southern portion with Ray to collect snails 
and then returning almost to Lafayette that same evening. Near- 
ing arrival home, Ray remembered that when he was going into 
a stream, he removed and forgot about his watch, the first thing 
he purchased with the royalties obtained from publication of 
the first edition of his Illustrated laboratory manual of para- 
sitology. Thus, they did not get back until 6:00 A.M. the next 
morning. On other trips, a great deal of energy was spent by 
students planning and executing the complex tactics necessary 
to politely assume from him the driving responsibilities to as- 
sure better a safe return. 
His life outside science included his survivors, wife Mary, 
who is called "Tommy," daughters Peg and June, and sons Bill 
and Dan. He is missed by all! 
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